
Reports have been flooding in
of wagging tails, purring cats
and smiles all round as lost pets
are safely returned home.

From Wales …… a rather scruffy, thin black and white male cat was
found wandering the streets in February 2006. After a check up by
the vet, he was scanned for amicrochip in the hope of some
identification. Success! A number registered on the scanner
and one very delighted, but truly amazed owner was
informed that her cat had been found…… Charlie had
been missing since August 2005!
And from Essex ….... even vets can lose their pets!
While visiting friends in the north, her border terrier Brewster
decided to run off as the front door was opened. After many
hours of searching but with no luck, the owner informed the
police before returning back south. However, Brewster had
already been found and taken to a local vet surgery who
were able to contact her via his microchip details.
Happily they were reunited over the phone some 250 miles away!
A microchip is * a reliable and permanent means of identification for your pet.
* injected under their skin and holds details that are stored on a central computer.
Special scanners to read your pets' details are held at a number of sites such as
     v RSPCA v Animal Rescue Centres v Dog Wardens v Veterinary Practices

Microchipping, it's as simple as having your pet vaccinated!

' 'are
good for us!

A NIMALS Our pets, make us laugh and
cry. For some humans they are eyes,
ears and daily helpers. They give love,
cuddles, and most of all are our friends.

A GING With regular health checks, we
can help your pet adjust to 'the aging
process' so they can enjoy a better
quality of life in their senior years.

B OOSTERSRegular vaccination
protection against infectious
diseases, plays an important part in
helping to keep your pets healthy,
and your PETS passport valid.

B AD BREATHA sign that your pet
could have dental problems! Pop into
the surgery where we can advise you
on regular dental care to help keep
their breath a little more fragrant!

FLEA FACTS
v These tiny brown parasites hide in your pet's coat

v They bite to feed on your pet's blood

v These bites can cause great discomfort and sore skin

v They have no wings but can jump

v A female adult flea can lay thousands of eggs in her short life

v A few will remain on your pet others will fall
onto pet bedding, carpets etc.

v Eggs can hatch in a few days or lay dormant for
months waiting for the right conditions

Fleas are not just a problem
in the warmer weather.
Our centrally heated homes and
fitted carpets provide the
perfect all year round breeding
ground. Regular, effective flea
control of all pets living together
and their environment is essential.
So please contact the surgery to discuss suitable
flea treatments for your pets and home.

Please
FLEA
FREE

Most of us have experienced
an 'itchy' midge bite or two,
so you can imagine how very
irritating it must be for our pets
when they get flea bites!
Every dog and cat is at risk from
fleas and if left untreated, your
pet faces potential health
problems. A severe infestation
can lead to weight loss and
anaemia, especially in young
animals. The flea's saliva can trigger an allergic reaction, and even
our rabbits are at risk, as fleas can transmit myxomatosis.

SURGERY HOURS
Our friendly support staff

are available for pet
healthcare & advice from

Monday to Friday
8.30 am - 6.30 pm

Saturday
8.30 am - 12noon

All consultations by
appointment

Atherstone
01827 713149

Tamworth
01827 281284

Castle Bromwich
0121 770 4966

Spring 2007



Atherstone The Surgery, 2 Margaret RoadCV9 1EE

01827 713149
Tamworth The Old Library, Hockley RoadB77 5EF

01827 281284
Castle Bromwich 713/715 Chester Rd, Bacons EndB36 0LN

0121 770 4966

Caring
for your pet

www.oakfield.net
We hope you enjoy our newsletter and find the information helpful,however it should not be used as an alternative to professionalveterinary care. If you have any concerns regarding your pets' health please contact your surgery.
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Wouldn't it be easier if
our pets could talk to us?
Just think if they were able to
say 'my eyes feel very sore', we
would immediately know they had
a problem. However talking
animals only happens in the
movies, so owners have to be
aware of any changes in their
behaviour or signs of illness.

Are they pawing their eyes?
Could just be an itch but check.....

Is there a discharge
or 'weepiness'?

Do their eyes look red or sore?
These could be signs that your pet may

have conjunctivitis . As the eye is a
very sensitive, complex part of the body,

you should have a vet examine your pets'
eyes as soon as
possible.

Their eyelids are lined with tissue called
the conjunctiva, which can become
inflamed by allergies to grasses, pollen
etc. or infected by bacteria, viruses or
fungi. Conjunctivitis can cause your pet
pain and great discomfort.

Watch out for
Squinting - Pawing at the eye
Clear or coloured discharge
Excessive blinking - Redness

Rubbing of head against carpets
or soft furniture

Your vet may check for any other
conditions that could be causing the
problem. If conjunctivitis is diagnosed,
fortunately this is treatable, and a
suitable course of medication may be
prescribed for your pet. Please call us
at the surgery if you have any concerns
regarding your pets' health.

Across our three practices we offer a wide range of services
that are not only beneficial for your pet but also interesting
and informative for you. We are here with help and advice
towards your pets' general healthcare and well-being.

Puppy Partiesare an opportunity to learn about dog
ownership and a chance for the new arrivals to learn those
all-important socialising skills.

Junior Health Clinicwhere your puppy will receive a
check at 6 months and information is available on worming
and flea treatments, neutering, microchipping, diet and we
can even show you how to clean your pet's teeth.

Weight & Diet Clinic for those over indulgent pets
who need help to lose those extra pounds. Support and
guidance is given on diet, exercise and with regular weight
checks we can help your pet achieve their target weight.

The After Eight Clinic
which includes a full health
check, blood and urine tests
along with advice and care for
our well-respected senior
citizens of the animal world.

So please don't be shy, book in
for one of our clinics today to
help ensure your pet is getting
the best support and care.

SPECIAL
CLINICS

Tempting and tasty, but
with so many to choose
from….. very confusing!
Is this one right for my pet?
What are those green bits
in it? Will he eat it? Carbs,
proteins, minerals, fats,
vitamins…...... help!

What is important though, is to ensure we feed our pets
a balanced diet to suit their age and any medical conditions.
It will help towards keeping them active, healthy and maintain
a good weight, while still containing vital nutrients .
What do we mean by a balanced diet? A correct mix of
nutrients in the food to suit the individual animal.
What is a nutrient? It is an element in food which, is of
good value in the diet.
Carbohydrates are great for energy, but too much may
cause weight gain. A diet lower in magnesium may benefit
cats, with urine and bladder problems and if your pet suffers
from allergies, a dietary change could be the answer. Weight
loss, diarrhoea, low energy levels and obesity are just a few
signs that could mean your pet's diet is incorrect.
There are now many different types of foods available to
suit your pets' needs. Please call us for an appointment,

where we will be happy to examine
your pet and if necessary help
'balance' their diet.
 F  Always remember to provide plenty
of fresh drinking water for your pets  F

CongratulationsandWell Done
The Veterinary Nurse qualification is very
demanding and requires many hours of study plus
attending college, as well as working within the
practice. We are delighted to announce

Nursing Exam passes.
Atherstone Laura Duggins (Level 2)

Nikki Sadler (Level 3)
Tamworth Lucy Gibbs (Level 3)
Castle Bromwich Hayley Blair (Level 3)


