We 'Ve Ah yes, and for a very good reason! This
dreaded piece of equipment that evokes such
despondent looks from both patient and client
g Ot yo u is a must, if your pet has a wound that needs
protection from licking tongues and nibbling
teeth. A simple piece of plastic that goes by
COI |ared many names, cone, lampshade, bucket, hood,
‘that thing' and officially a buster collar, really
does have a very important purpose in the
recovery process.
Our pets do like to give themselves a
good clean up, especially if there is something
unusual that needs investigating. A wound
with stitches, a sore patch, skin problems,
a bandage and even a plaster cast all
need to be sorted out by your pet. That
is where the danger lies. Without the
buster collar they may be able to reach
‘that spot' and the serious business of
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licking and nibbling begins, especially when you're not arou nd to see them!
This could spread bacteria, which may then lead to infection of th e one area
that really needs to be kept dry and germ free! They can become so obsessed
on their quest that stitches are removed, dressings and plas ter casts ripped
off. A further operation may be required to repair the damage , and it's all

back to square one towards recovery.

So please don't despair, it just needs a little perseverance a nd
patience. If the going gets tough, remember we're
here with lots of encouragement. The sooner your
pet heals, life can return to normal again!

FLATUS(fart, wind) is the release of
gases produced by the body. This is quite

E ARS are sensitive organs responsible @ natural action for our pets, but can be
for hearing & balance. No matter what embarrassing when guests are visiting!
size or shape ears your pet may have, [If your petis just a little 'too smelly" in
it's important to keep them clean and  this department, then pop them along
free from infection. Contact us for more for a check-up and we'll try to freshen
information on ear care. the air quality in your household!
EXERCISEhelps keep our pets healthy FOOTPADSN our dogs are thick,

and maintain a good weight. So don't hairless, have a good blood supply,

let the winter weather keep you both sweat glands and contain fatty tissue,
indoors. Grab that lead and head for ~ which acts as a shock absorber for when
the fields, they'll love you all the more! they run and jump.

Irresistible, delicious, comforting chocolate

and such a choice, especially around the festive
season! It's quite a treat for us humans and as we also enjoy 'treat  ing'
our pets, it can be difficult not to give in to their pleading eyes . However
you may want to stop and think before feeding chocolate to them, a s it contains 'theobromine'
a substance that can be poisonous to your dogs and cats. Their dige stive systems cannot deal
with this and if your pet consumes too much ‘'theobromine' it could b e fatal.

'‘Chocolate poisoning' is more likely to occur in dogs, as their ve  ry good sense of smell
allows them to 'sniff out' the goodies, and remember it's not jus t the regular bars that could
make your dog ill: drinking chocolate powder, cakes, biscuits, dess erts, milk shakes, ice cream,

spreads, cocoa powder, even the cocoa mulch which we use in our garde ns can
contain theobromine. The effect it has on your pet depends on ho  w much,
and on the size of the dog. If you think your pet has eaten any quanti  ty
of chocolate please contact us immediately for advice.

Signs to watch out for are
Vomiting  Diarrhoea  Hyperactivity = Excessive Panting
Increased Urination  Restlessness  Muscle Twitching

It really is best not to feed your pet even the smallest piece of food that
contains chocolate. You can still enjoy giving your pets trea ts, as there is
a very wide and healthy choice available. So, please make sure th is
Christmas and all year round that chocolate is well out of their reac h.
For further information, please call the surgery.

Our friendly support staff
are available for pet
healthcare & advice from

Monday to Friday
8.30 am - 6.30 pm
Saturday

8.30 am - 12noon
All consultations by
appointment



Ringworm?
Now let us not get confused, as

this is not your usual kind of
‘worm' that we warn you about.

S0 just a quick reminder to...

Give small pets living outside plenty
of warm bedding.

Ringworm is not a parasite that
lives in your pet's stomach, it is
in fact a type of fungus which
infects the skin of cats, dogs and
even us humans.

How is ringworm transmitted?
From direct contact with an infected animal.
The animal can shed fungi spores, which are
able to survive for long periods of time in the
environment. Your pet could catch ringworm
from anywhere that another infected animal
has been.

What you should look out for A small
round bald patch. This may have scaly skin in
the middle or small spots. Sometimes this
causes irritation for your pet, so watch out for
scratching/nibbling.

Don't Panic! Ringworm is fairly easy to diagnose and
treat. We may take a hair sample from around the
infected area to study under a microscope, or gather a
little of the scaly skin etc. to
enable us to grow a culture.

Alternatively we use a special black light called a 'Woods

Lamp', which can show the fungus as a glowing fluorescent

colour. If your pet is diagnosed with ringworm a suitable

course of treatment may be prescribed.

As owners are at risk from catching ringworm, regularly
check your pet's skin and coat for unusual signs or changes.
If you find something you would like us to check out, please
do not hesitate to contact us for an appointment.

Check drinking water is not frozen.

Keep an eye on your hibernating
pets.

Clear away antifreeze spills, it's
sweet tasting to pets, but can be
fatal if swallowed.

Continue with those flea
treatments they 'nip' all year.

Put your dog on a lead when
walking near frozen ponds.

Rinse salt & grit off paws as this
can be an irritant.

Supervise your pets near fireplaces
& heaters.

...... And lastly....Go easy on the
‘Christmas treats. Too many may
cause tummy upsets & weight gain.
Turkey, chicken and chop bones
can become stuck in the mouth,
throat & stomach.
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So here | am on this chilly winter
evening all curled up, feeling very
comfortable and secure in my warm sr
house, when suddenly | hear these nois
that are really frightening! Whizz, bang,
crack and a screech, which sound like
they are coming through the door to get
me! Quick head for behind the sofa and
hide, they won't be able to find me there,
but my mum does and she is so kind. "Come on
now" she says, and takes me in her arms and
gives me a cuddle. Tells me not to worry
because it's only fireworks.
Ok, but what exactly are they?
My mum says I'm quite safe,
because she's here to watch over me.
Phew, my heart rate slows down a
notch but I just don't understand
what these ‘fireworks' are, but | know

they're pretty scary!! PLEASE

do remember the animal world on
November 5th and other
celebratory occasions.

Well doneand congratulations tBmma Hinks one of

our nurse's at Castle Bromwich surgery, who has passed her
Year Two Veterinary Nursing Exams, and is now a Fully
Qualified Veterinary Nurse.

BabyCongratuIations go tDave Allen Veterinary Surgeon
at Tamworth & wife Monica, on the birth of their daughter
Iselin Sophie on June 12th 2007.

\Welcometo our team of staff here at Oakfield, new
Veterinary SurgeoBamantha Daymactbetter known as Sam).
She will be covering across all of our three practices.

Also welcome to our new trainee Veterinary Nurse at Castle
Bromwich,Rebecca Lovatt

Help and advice is
available for your
nervous pets, so please
call us at the surgery.

The Surgery, 2 Margaret Roadv9 1EE

Caring

The Old Library, Hockley Roads77 SEF
for your pet

713/715 Chester Rd, Bacon_s Eng36 OLN
www.oakfield.net

We hope you enjoy our newsletter and find the infornoatmrenélphdutd not be used as an alternative to pesfeasjocadevetf you have any concerns regarding ifolgess’ taatact your surg



